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”If | get married, will | end up like my sister-in-law, whose future depends entirely on
whether she can bear children?”

Chieh watches her sister-in-law take increasingly desperate measures to conceive, and she
herself faces constant pressure from her neighbors to marry. How can she escape the weight
of these suffocating traditions?

Salvation seems to arrive in the form of a mysterious, elegant woman and a powerful
female ghost. Yet, Chieh is plagued by recurring nightmares and a series of eerie events—
disappearances, abductions, and wrongful deaths. Will her journey lead to freedom through
personal growth and transformation, or will she be confronted by a harsh and terrifying
reality?

Blending folklore and ghostly elements, this story explores the coming of age of women
in Taiwan under Qing rule. Comic artist Nownow is a rising star, and Guardienne offers a
poignant depiction of their struggles and resilience.

% Nownow

Nownow graduated from the Department of Fine Arts at Taipei National University of the Arts,
specializing in creating works with ancient costume themes. Tan-Tsiu-Niu Vol. T won the Newcomer
Award at the 11th Golden Comic Awards in 2020. Tan-Tsiu-Niu Vol. 2 was a finalist for the Annual
Comic Award at the 14th Golden Comic Awards in 2023. She has received grants from the Ministry of
Culture’s Cultural Content Fund and her work has appeared in Ukrainian, Arabic, Japanese, and Thai.
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Guardienne

The Legend of Taiwan’s
Strongest Woman Ghost: On the
Struggles of Women under the

Qing Dynasty

by Liu Chi-an  (originally published in OpenBook)

Tainan, the oldest city in Taiwan, holds
countless stories and legends. Among the
most famous is the story of Chen Shou
Niang, often called the legend of Taiwan’s
strongest woman ghost.

The story goes like this: Shou Niang,
a widow, refused to remarry after her
husband’s death. Her mother-in-law
and sister-in-law abused her, ultimately
killing her. A corrupt magistrate tried to
cover it up and the people, outraged,
rioted. Shou Niang’s spirit became restless
and vengeful, so she wreaked havoc
upon those involved. In response, the
gods sought to subdue her spirit, but her
powers were so strong that even a revered
deity of Yonghua Temple was defeated.
Ultimately, Guanyin, the goddess of
mercy, intervened, negotiating peace.

Shou Niang agreed on two conditions:
first, she would not be held accountable
for the deaths she caused, and second,
her spirit tablet would be placed at a
shrine dedicated to chaste women. Then,
Shou Niang found peace, restoring order
to the city.

Shou Niang’s spirit tablet can still be
seen at the Temple of Chastity and Filial
Piety within Tainan’s Confucius Temple.
Inscribed as "Spirit Tablet of the Chaste
and Filial Widow Shou Niang, Wife of Lin
Shou,” it serves as a reminder of one of
the most infamous cases in Qing Dynasty
Taiwan.

The narrative does not retell Shou
Niang’s story, but instead follows Du Jie
Niang, a young woman from a wealthy
family in Qing Dynasty Tainan. Literate

and unbound by foot binding, Du Jie
Niang enjoys freedoms unavailable to
many women of her time. However, her
sister-in-law, Yu Lan, who married into
the family and bore a daughter, becomes
obsessed with superstitious fertility rituals
like "womb exchange” to bear a son.
Seeing her sister-in-law’s desperation, Jie
Niang resolves to avoid such a fate and

Tan-Tsiu-Niu stands out for its depiction of
women’s lives in Qing Dynasty Taiwan. The
story portrays women from various social
classes—wealthy elites like Du Jie Niang and
Yu Lan, ordinary women like Xiu Niang and
the shaman, and servants like Ah Lian, who

was sold into servitude as a child.

resist the pressures to marry.

In Qing Dynasty society, however,
marriage was viewed as a woman’s
ultimate destiny, with parental approval
being required for any match. As Jie
Niang walks through the city, reflecting
on her future, she comes across a female
corpse by the river. A "shaman auntie”
has been called to perform a ritual for
the deceased. Hoping that the shaman
could speak sense to her sister-in-law and
save her from marriage, Jie Niang asks to
become her apprentice, but the shaman
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refuses.

Tan-Tsiu-Niu stands out for its depiction
of women'’s lives in Qing Dynasty Taiwan.
The story portrays women from various
social classes—wealthy elites like Du
Jie Niang and Yu Lan, ordinary women
like Xiu Niang and the shaman, and
servants like Ah Lian, who was sold into
servitude as a child. The comic captures
the diverse experiences
of women through richly
detailed illustrations, from the
elite’s ornate clothing to the
hardships of lower-class life.

Tan-Tsivu-Niuv offers a
vivid glimpse into women’s
struggles, raising thought-
provoking questions about
fate. It shows how women
were subject to societal and
familial pressures, among
them the threat of female infanticide,
the painful practice of foot binding, and
the oppressive expectation to marry or
remarry as widows. These themes are
poignantly woven into the narrative,
touching on issues of autonomy, fate,
and the enduring legacies of women
ghosts. Readers will surely be left eagerly
anticipating the next volume.

Livu Chi-an is a writer and student of
history from Changhua.
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